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conceits as " non in muddio tutissimus ibis " put the reader's 
friendship to the severest test. 



13. — A Discourse pronounced before the American Historical 
Society, S^c. By the Hon. Levi Woodbury. Wash- 
ington ; Gales &. Seaton. 8vo. pp. 67. 

We excuse ourselves from copying the enormous title-page of 
this Discourse. We have read it, however, and the Discourse 
behind it, notes and all. We would gladly go on and commend 
it, both for the love we bear to the American Historical Society, 
and our respect for the powers that be. But it is out of the 
question. As true men, we can do no such thing. Nor does the 
Secretary, we presume, learn first from us, that he by no means 
" stands alone," in the regret expressed in the correspondence, 
prefixed to the Discourse, " that leisure has not been enjoypd to 
render it more worthy the kindness evinced by the Society." A 
gentleman of his standing should have written a better address, 
or he should have written none, and allowed the Society to cater 
elsewhere. As to end or aim to it, the former may be found, 
though the search is long and weary ; the latter, we think, can- 
not be. All is haze and glorification. The matter is substan- 
tially a rifacimento of that of the Fourth of July orations of 
twenty years since. The sentences tl^at body forth what of 
body it has, are long, disjointed, and involved, overlaid with in- 
appropriate epithets and unmeaning metaphors ; and the style, on 
the whole, is infelicitous to that degree, that wherever the choice 
lay between a compact and tasteful expression, and a clumsy one, 
the latter would appear to have been scrupulously preferred. 
Moreover, the Secretary uses vain repetitions, as the school-boys 
do ; so that, take six of the orations mentioned above, and three 
Treasury Reports, and mix them till they froth, (it will not take 
long,) and the result might be just such a composition as this. 
It is certainly speaking within bounds to say, that all the mean- 
ing, which is here beaten out to cover more than three scores of 
pages, might be compressed into three pages, and those not over 
full of sense. 

The last year's address before this Society was by Mr. Secre- 
tary Cass. It was learned, forcible, and finished. Compared to 
that work of a master, how " stale, flat, and unprofitable " is the 
rigmarole before us. We hope the American Historical Society 
is not deluded to suppose, that a man is of course a historian and 
a rhetorician, because he holds high station at the Federal head- 
rot,. XLv. — NO. 96. 33 
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quarters. We hope it does not mean to make itself a conduit for 
the generally too copious streams of dulness in place. We ob- 
serve that the official, who endorses the testimony to the present 
Discourse, as being " eloquent, interesting, and truly American," 
is appointed to speak for himself at the next annual meeting. 
The good fates forbid, that he should have applied those epithets 
in too sober earnest ! His signature alone to words so significant, 
creates a natural uneasiness, lest he should be trying his hand at 
an imitation ; lest he should aim to " be himself the great sub- 
lime he draws." But, to the last, we will not cease to hope for 
him a better deliverance. 



NOTE TO ARTICLE IV. 

Since the article relating to North Africa was printed, we 
have learned, with deep regret, that the enterprising traveller, 
Mr. Davidson, is to be added to the number of those, whose lives 
have been sacrificed in the attempt to explore the interior of 
Africa. - 

At a meeting of the Royal Geographical Society of London, 
on the I3th of March, the melancholy intelligence of the death 
of Mr. Davidson, on his way to Tombuctoo, was confirmed by 
letters of the 15th of February, received at the Foreign Office, 
from the British Vice-Consul at Mogadore, Mr. Willshire. He 
is said to have been robbed thirty-two or thirty-three days after 
having started from Wad Noon, and eight or ten days afterward 
(supposed to be on the 12th or 13th of December) to have been 
shot at Sheh Keya, twenty days' journey from Wad Noon, and 
twenty-seven from Tombuctoo. 

The lamented death of this celebrated traveller, long known 
to the public by the account of his travels in Egypt and 
the Holy Land, was very feelingly alluded to, at the meeting of 
the Royal Geographical Society, by the chairman, J. R. Mur- 
chison, Esq. The informant could give no certain account of 
the fate of Abu Bekr, the companion of Mr. Davidson, but un- 
derstood him to have gone on with the caravan. 
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Errata in Article 


II. 


Hard'Mn. read 


Hard-o.u. 


WhiU-un. " 


White-tLn. 


Monedow'' iak. *' 


Monedow* eek. 


Monedo. " 


Monedon, 


ah* weak. " 


iahsee. 


Tahgee atta wun. " 


Tabgee atta bun. 


Ke atta bun nuh. " 


Kec atta ban een nub 


Inien. •' 


Jrdeu. 


nebecq, " 


nibeeg. 


n' becg. " 


n'beeg. 



